
CLIP PLAYLIST for Joel Katz’s talk on the History of American Documentary: 
 

1) “The Sneeze”, by Thomas Edison, 1894. 

2) “The Birth of a Nation”, by DW Griffith, 1915. 

3) “Nanook of the North”, by Robert Flaherty, 1922.  

4) “Divine Horsemen”, by Maya Deren, filmed between 1947-1952; edited film 

released in 1985. 

5) “Journey to Bananaland”, produced by the United Fruit Company, 1953. 

6) “Don’t Look Back”, by D.A. Pennebaker, 1967. 

7) “People’s Video Theater”, 1968  (from Tune It In, Turn it On, Take it Over – David 

Shulman, 1992)  

8) “Harlan County, USA”, by Barbara Kopple, 1976. 

9)  “Thin Blue Line”, by Errol Morris, 1988. 

10) “Tongues Untied”, by Marlon Riggs, 1989. 

11) “Hoop Dreams” by Stephen James, Frederick Marx, and Peter Gilbert,1994.  

12)  “Belfast, Maine”, by Frederick Wiseman, 1999. 

13) “Fahrenheit 911”, by Michael Moore, 2002  

14) “Oscar-winning documentary is Criticized for Historical Re-enactments”, article 

from New York Times, March 25, 2005. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




